
KRAPP'S LAST TAPE . :

BA Sum?tel Beckett, Neu Ambassadors
Theatre.

JOHN Hurt had received a lot of
praise for his performance in
Samuel Beckett's lftapp's ktst
Tape arfi,ithasmuch to
recornmend it, but it falls short
of the highest standards.

Hurt's banara-munching old
man lftapp, lisbening to tapes of
younger incarnations of himself,
is a broken, mormeand
desperate man Hurt's craggy
featuree similar to those of

:, Beckett himse4 and his $avelly,
' somb:e voicr, create a hagic
impression of a lonely fuure,
siftingthewre*age of his life.
But, comparedtoother
performanceg particularlythose'
:tapedfortheBBCbyJacli,'
Maccowran and Max Wall,.he . .r, -,,
overgtatm the tagic elemenfs. ":;. 

r:;,

', : One questions whether he has,',i,.
a sbong feeling for BecJrett's .:,-..'i;
languaee. whichcorirbines : '
pathos withhumourashis t : "' . .:,
performance underplays the
latter.

As he deliverstheline "what
with the fire in menou/' it is'
with zuch resignation fhat we do
not Iaugh at l(rapp's absurd 

"

optimisn" Hefai\ too, to gg1 .- -

across all the poety of the
laryuage. His readingis too
Ilatly prosaic.

Howerer, his pedormance is

one valid interpretation,
probably tuelled by his own
tragic life experiences, ineluding
three broken marriages, a drink'
problem and the recent death of
hisfather.

But when Hurt has discussed
the play he has emphasised its
"heaq', monumental" quality
and not mentioned humour.
Krapp's Last Tape nurs until
March11. :1':

DAITD SMUI{
I Krapp's last Tape is at the
New Ambassadons, WC2 until ,

March 11.

ONE€IDED: John Hurt as:
Beckett's Krapp.


